Admittedly, the topic of international arbitration has failed to capture the interest of Hollywood producers or television audiences, yet the science fiction genre surprisingly yields a serendipitous result. In a Star Trek: The Next Generation episode, the interplay of the issues of the rule of law, jurisdiction and international (more accurately, "intergalactic") comity within the context of arbitration, were highlighted. In an episode entitled "The Ensigns of Command", 7 the U.S.S.
Enterprise receives a message from the Sheliak (a decidedly austere and imperialistic alien race) who order the crew to remove all humans from the planet Tau Cygna V. According to a Federation treaty 8 , the planet belongs to the alien race, who wants to take control of their property and have given the crew four days to evacuate the men and women now living there. If the U.S.S. Enterprise does not complete the task, the Sheliak will exterminate all of the humans, whom they consider While the foregoing is perhaps an unconventional illustration of the concepts of jurisdiction and arbitration, television often mirrors the political, social and legal values of the time. For example, the original Star Trek show has been heralded as promoting the concept of universalism (e.g. the "United Nations" as a precursor to the "United Federation of Planets"); customary international law (the "Prime Directive" of non-interference with developing alien cultures as a critique of "imperialistic colonialism"), and the 60's civil rights movements (e.g. a multi-specie crew engaging in diplomatic and inter-personal conflict resolution). Thus, there is some heuristic value gained through a pop culture reference to an otherwise highly specialized, technical and complicated area of private and/or public international law. Resolving commercial disputes efficiently is vital in the modern business world. Until relatively recently, the burden of doing so fell on those national court systems that seemed to capture the bulk of such disputes. But economic liberalisation and technological change have been altering the global economy. In particular, business has responded to the fall of trade barriers by expanding abroad and forging crossborder partnerships and joint ventures of every description. The growing multiculturalism of business and trade alone would have jetpropelled growth in international arbitration. But, because of the uncertainties inherent in court processes and because, for most international transactions, no national court is likely to be acceptable to both sides, the stage was set for processes and institutions more suited to resolving transborder disputes.
Unsurprisingly, the concept and number of international commercial arbitrations have grown enormously. And, with some 2,300 bilateral investment treaties now in place, the increase in investor/state arbitrations -especially those conducted under the auspices of ICSID -has been nothing short of extraordinary. In the last five years, ICSID has seen a 150 percent increase in the number of arbitrations filed over the total number of cases instituted in its first 35 years. 
